
2016-2017 

Brad Balog, Director of Bands     Jamie Parks, Assistant Director 

balogbrad@rsdmo.org                       parksjamie@rsdmo.org 

 

Jay Long, Assistant Director 

longjason@rsdmo.org 

 

 www.lafayettebands.com                                Facebook: Lafayette Bands  

 (complete digital handbook on webpage)        Twitter: @LafayetteBands  

          636-733-4100                     @LancerPerc 

LAFAYETTE 
BAND HANDBOOK 



Responsibilities and 

Interventions  

Responsibilities 

 

1. Student will be seated on time with: 

 -instrument  

   (ready to play and in good condition) 

 -music 

 -pencil (not pen) everyday! 

2. Give 100% attention to the director when he/she    

        steps in front of the class. 

3. Be respectful of the property of others. 

4. No food, drink or candy of any kind  

 in the classroom. 

5. Instruments and music should be stored properly. 

6.  Attend all performances with appropriate dress. 

 

 

 

Interventions 

 

 1.  Verbal warning 

 2.  Student-teacher conference 

 3.  Detention 

 4.  Phone call home 

 5.  Office Referral 

Flute: 

Cleaning rod and silk swab 

Soft Cloth or handkerchief 

 

Oboe: 

2 reeds in good playing condition, 

Swab (or feather), cork grease, 

Reed holder 

Bassoon: 

2 reeds in good playing condition, 

Swab, cork grease, 

Reed holder 

Clarinet: 

*Vandoren B45 mouthpiece and  

      Vandoren reeds preferred 

Clarinet swab, cork grease, 

4 good reeds (strength 3 or higher) 

Reed guard 

Saxophone: 

*Selmer C* mouthpiece and  

    Vandoren reeds preferred 

Sax swab, Cork grease 

4 reeds (strength 3 or higher)  

Reed guard 

Trumpet: 

*Bach 3C mouthpiece (or equivalent) 

Valve oil, mouthpiece brush 

Tuning slide grease,  

straight mute (other mutes as needed) 

French Horn: 
Rotary valve oil, mouthpiece brush 

Tuning slide grease 

Mutes as needed 

Trombone: 

*Bach 6 1/2 AL (or equivalent) 

Slide oil/cream with water bottle, 

Tuning slide grease, mouthpiece brush, 

Straight mute (other mutes as needed) 

Euphonium/Tuba: 
Valve oil, Tuning slide grease, 

Mouthpiece brush 

 

 

 Percussion: 
Specific percussion needs will be  

addressed on a separate supply list. 

 

Equipment Requirements 

We recommend that every music student have a wire music stand, metronome and tuner for home practice.  

Students with internet access can also use www.metronomeonline.com or use one of the many online apps 

for a metronome and tuner.  

*These are our mouthpiece recommendations.  They are not mandatory but recommended so that students 

playing student-line instruments can still produce quality and characteristic sounds on their instruments. 



General Information 

 

Concert Dress 

 

Concert dress required for all band students will be tuxedos for males with tall black socks and 

black dress shoes, and a solid black dress or pantsuit for females with black dress shoes.   

 

Tuxedos for the gentlemen are available for loan from Lafayette.  Please treat tuxedos with the 

utmost of care.  A $9 cleaning fee will be charged for the tuxedo.  If items are lost or damaged, 

students will be charged a replacement cost for the item. 

 

Ladies need to provide their own concert attire.  Students may choose a dress or blouse and 

skirt/pant combination.  Blouses need to have sleeves (short or long),  a modest neckline and 

show no midriff when holding their instrument up in playing position or otherwise.  Skirts 

must reach below the knees when seated. 

 

We do our best to make each band look like a unit with no one person sticking out.  If for any 

reason you are unable to provide any of these items for your student, please don’t hesitate to 

contact the band directors.  We ask that communication about the dress code happens well in 

advance of the concert so that we can help to resolve the issue.  Failure to follow the concert 

dress code will result in the student not performing with the group as well as a reduction in his/

her band grade. 

 

Instrument Repair 

 

Periodically, instruments may need to be repaired.  If this occurs, please take the instrument to 

a music store for repair as quickly as possible so little instruction is missed.  Students must 

provide a note or email from a parent (email addresses on front cover) on the first day without 

the instrument explaining that it is being repaired, what store is repairing it and when you ex-

pect it returned.  As long as a note or an email is received,  no credit will be lost.  If a student 

forgets to bring his/her instrument or we do not receive notification of repair, he/she will not 

receive participation credit for class that day. 

 

School instruments on loan to students 

 must be repaired by LHS. 

 

If you are using a school instrument and damage occurs due to negligence, the district will not 

cover the cost of repair and the student will be required to reimburse the Rockwood School 

District for the cost of repair. 

 

Instrument Storage 

 

Each student has the opportunity to store his/her instrument at school.  The larger school 

owned instruments may be kept in the band room on the shelves provided. All other instru-



 

October 
25~Jazz Band & Vox Solus Concert 7pm 

 

November  

3~Band Concert 7pm (all band classes) 

 7~All-Suburban Band auditions @ Ladue H.S. 

18-19~Rockwood Honor Band 

14-15~Musical Pit Orchestra Auditions 

 

December 
  3~All-State Band Auditions in Columbia, MO 

3~Craft Fair 

7~MIOS Concert - required rehearsal - 3:00-4:30 pm 

 8~MIOS Concert  7pm (all band classes) 

16~Madrigal Dinner (Symphonic Band Only) 

 

January 

6~All-Suburban Rehearsal  - 7-9:30 pm 

7~All-Suburban Rehearsal - 9 am - 4 pm 

8~All-Suburban Concert – 2 pm 

17-20~Band auditions for 2017-2018 

19 ~Lafayette Jazz Festival - 6:30pm 

 19~Solo & Ensemble entry deadline  

 

February 

9-11~Spring musical 

28~Band Concert 7pm (all band classes) 

 

March 

Feb 28-Mar 1~Band Large Ensemble Festival (all band classes) 
4~District Solo & Small Ensemble 

 6~APA rehearsal 6-9pm (Jazz Band & Percussion Ensemble)  

7~Academic Pep Assembly (Jazz Band & Percussion Ensemble) 

 

April 

11 ~Percussion Ensemble Concert 7pm 

21-22~Greater St. Louis Jazz Festival (tentative) 

22 ~Missouri Percussive Arts Society Day of Percussion (Percussion classes) 

 25~Jazz Band & Vox Solus concert 7pm 

 26-27~Fall Drumline Clinics - 3:30-5:30 pm 

29 ~State Solo & Ensemble Festival 

 

May 
1~Fall Drumline Auditions - 3:30-5:30 pm 

2~Band Concert & Banquet (all band classes) -7pm 

 11~Full Orchestra Concert (Symphonic Band) 

22~Graduation (Symphonic Band) 

   

Home Court Advantage dates will be added in November. 

Important Dates! 



Lafayette Band Letter 

 

Students must earn 10 points during the year in order to receive a letter in band.  Marching band members 

may earn a second letter (or pin for your letter) in concert band. 

 

10 points  Marching Band 

 2 points  Jazz Combo (performance required) 

 4 points  Audition for All-Suburban Band 

 4 points  Member of All-Suburban Band 

 1 point   Audition for All-State Band 

 1 point  Member  of All-State Band 

 3 points  Home Court Advantage (Basketball Band) 

 3 points  All-Suburban Solo 

 2 points  All-Suburban Ensemble 

 3 points  All-State Solo 

 2 points   All-State Ensemble 

 2 points  “I” rating for solo at State 

 1 point  “I” rating for ensemble at State 

 3 points  Musical—Pit Orchestra 

 4 points  Winter Guard (if available) 

 1 point  Full Orchestra (if available) 

 1 point  Madrigal Dinner (if available) 

 2 points  MOPAS Day of Percussion (Ensemble Participation)  

 4 points  St. Louis Symphony Youth Orchestra 

 5 points  Weekly Private Lessons on your instrument 

    (Consistently from August—May) 

 

Other events may be assigned points at the discretion of the Directors. 



Grading Procedure 

 

In Progress Grade  

 

 1.  Performance Tests    50% 

   a.  announced playing tests (including video submissions) 
    -An absence the day of the chair test results in forfeiture  

     of your chair. Grades will not be affected. 

    -All performance tests can be retaken for an average  

     of the two grades. 

    -Test retakes and make-ups must be completed within  

     2 weeks of the test date. 

   b.  unannounced playing tests 
    - Sections of the concert music can be tested during  

     class rehearsals. All music that has been covered  

     in class needs to be practiced at home. 

    - Unannounced tests can also be retaken for an average  

     of the two grades. 
 

 2.  Written Work     30% 

   a.  written theory 

   b.  listening 

 

 3.  Performance Attendance   20% 

 

 

Semester Composite Grade 

 1.  In Progress grade     80% 

Music Department Honor Society  

Criteria: 

Must be enrolled in a music ensemble each semester in grades 9-12. 

(8 semesters total) 

Must achieve a 3.71 GPA in all music coursework. 

(based on the 1st seven semesters) 

Must be recommended by a staff member in the music department. 
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November  

3~Band Concert 7pm (all band classes) 

 7~All-Suburban Band auditions @ Ladue H.S. 

18-19~Rockwood Honor Band 

14-15~Musical Pit Orchestra Auditions 

 

December 
  3~All-State Band Auditions in Columbia, MO 

3~Craft Fair 

7~MIOS Concert - required rehearsal - 3:00-4:30 pm 

 8~MIOS Concert  7pm (all band classes) 

16~Madrigal Dinner (Symphonic Band Only) 

 

January 

6~All-Suburban Rehearsal  - 7-9:30 pm 

7~All-Suburban Rehearsal - 9 am - 4 pm 

8~All-Suburban Concert – 2 pm 

17-20~Band auditions for 2017-2018 

19 ~Lafayette Jazz Festival - 6:30pm 

 19~Solo & Ensemble entry deadline  

 

February 

9-11~Spring musical 

28~Band Concert 7pm (all band classes) 

 

March 

Feb 28-Mar 1~Band Large Ensemble Festival (all band classes) 
4~District Solo & Small Ensemble 

 6~APA rehearsal 6-9pm (Jazz Band & Percussion Ensemble)  

7~Academic Pep Assembly (Jazz Band & Percussion Ensemble) 

 

April 

11 ~Percussion Ensemble Concert 7pm 

21-22~Greater St. Louis Jazz Festival (tentative) 

22 ~Missouri Percussive Arts Society Day of Percussion (Percussion classes) 

 25~Jazz Band & Vox Solus concert 7pm 

 26-27~Fall Drumline Clinics - 3:30-5:30 pm 

29 ~State Solo & Ensemble Festival 

 

May 
1~Fall Drumline Auditions - 3:30-5:30 pm 

2~Band Concert & Banquet (all band classes) -7pm 

 11~Full Orchestra Concert (Symphonic Band) 

22~Graduation (Symphonic Band) 

   

Home Court Advantage dates will be added in November. 

Important Dates! 





 

 

Please detach and return this completed form by 

Tuesday, August 23, 2016 
 

 

 

Student         Band      

 

 

We (my child and I) have read though the information provided and understand: 

(Parents, please initial each line below) 

 

_________  the Responsibilities and Interventions of the classroom (available online) 

 

_________  the Rockwood Concert Attendance policy (signed hand-out) 

 

_________  the Equipment list (available online) 

 

 

Please list any conflicts with dates on the provided calendar 

Use the space below to describe the date and conflict. 
(not all conflicts will be considered approved absences from events.-see Rockwood Attendance Policy) 

 

             

             

              
 

 

 

We agree to the conditions of each of the documents in the band handbook. 

We understand that this information and also: the course syllabus, grading policy,  

lettering policy and other general information about the classes, can be found on  

www.lafayettebands.com  

 

 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature       date   

 

Student Signature        date   

 

 

 

Attach Dry Cleaning Fee:   Marching Uniform   ($9) $    

      Concert Tuxedo  ($9) $    

            total  $    

              (circle one) Cash  or Check  

 

Please make checks payable to “Lafayette Band Boosters” and return in attached band envelope. 


